Minutes of the Caerphilly 50+ Forum  held on 

Monday 20th June 2005 at 1.30pm in the Council chamber, Tredomen
Present:

See attached list.

1. Welcome:  The Chairman, Tony Crawford welcomed those present, particularly the guest speakers but expressed his disappointment at the low attendance.





2. Maximising Income:  Brief presentations were made by Carol Hemmings (Pensions Service) and Jenny Beaton (CCBC, Community Services) followed by a question and answer session.  An information leaflet containing useful contacts on maximising income was circulated (copy attached) and this will be widely circulated to 50+ in the borough.  A draft proposal was also presented for a 2006 calendar which will include useful contacts.  A final version of the calendar will be available at the next 50+ Forum meeting in August for comment prior to publication.

3. Care & Repair:  Jane Howells (Care & Repair) gave a brief summary of Care & Repair activities with particular emphasis on their role in helping to provide people with information on maximising income.  Rachel Rowlands (Also Care & Repair) joined Jane Howells in answering questions from the audience.  Points of interest raised included:

Plans for a “ONE STOP PERSON” for all queries to either deal directly with a query or ensure that it reaches the relevant person or organisation. 

Care & Repair have a list of recommended contractors for most services.

4. Strategy Information Budget:  Deborah Boyce (Participation Officer) reported that £16,000 was available from Welsh Assembly Government funding for 2005/06 to be spent on information projects in the CCBC area.  It was currently proposed that this be used to fund an academic study of information needs in the area and a decision on this expenditure was expected at an OPSIG (Older People Strategy Implementation Group) meeting on 28th June.  It was agreed that an alternative proposal be made to allocate this money towards promotion of the Caerphilly 50+ Forum by means of leaflets, posters, newsletters etc.      

    Action: A. Crawford/D Boyce

5. Future Forum Meetings:  The next Forum meeting is scheduled for 15th August.  Attempts will be made to find suitable venues across the CCBC area for this and subsequent meetings.The topic for the August meeting will be health care (Flu jab in particular) and guest speakers have already been arranged.  Potential venues were suggested in the Bargoed and Cwmcarn area.  Possible future topics suggested included road and rail transport (possibly with representatives of transport companies and/or CCBC highways).  Venues and topics to be kept under review.







Action: D Boyce  

Meeting closed at 15h20pm

Next Caerphilly 50+ Forum meeting on Monday 15th August

Time and Venue to be confirmed
